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Local faith leaders pen open letter praying for compassion, patience, and peace
amidst election season
TRAVERSE CITY -To our fellow beloved residents,
We are living in troubled times. Our country is afire with political divisiveness. We have family and
friends dealing with the impact of the COVID-19 virus. Our communities are fragmented and in pain
as we face the question of how to best address systemic oppression. We have all been witness, and
perhaps participated in less than ideal reactions and ways of being. Some of us are even at odds with
our neighbors, friends, and family. We struggle with a tenuous grasp on civility and common care. But
we have choices as well.
We write to you today inviting you to join us in a commitment to hold one another with the respect,
care, and civility we once knew so well. As we move to, through, and past Election Day, we call upon
you to join us in the discomfort and uncertainty knowing it is in our collective power to do so in
mutual respect and care. Together we can achieve what is eluding us in so many parts of our country.
As leaders of a diverse family of faiths, we are somewhat accustomed to varying truths and even polar
opposites. Our traditions include a wide variety of experiences of the divine, life after death, and even
specific positions on societal practices and policies. But what we share is so much more important.
Each of our faiths calls us to a valuing of one another. Each of our faiths values civil discourse higher
than righteous anger. Each of our faiths believes that we are better together. Each of our faiths has
some version of the Golden Rule.
We cannot know the results of the election on November 3, and quite possibly will not know the
results for many days to follow. We can know how each of us will choose to move through those days.
We choose to do so prayerfully and holding dearest that which brings us closer to healing. We believe
in a world in which differing opinions need not equate to enmity, where neighbors need not worry in
the night their signs will be vandalized, where violence rooted in disagreement is unthinkable, and
where each tomorrow finds us closer to one another rather than further entrenched and apart.
We hope you will join us whether it be in prayer, practice, or perhaps simply breathing. In the words of
the Milwaukee Buddhist Peace Fellowship:
Difficult times can be an opportunity to remember our natural connection with each other and all of
life. May we take a deep breath and collect the mind in gratitude and compassion. May we be
present with those who find themselves in distress and fear, and may our lives be filled with
kindness and joy.

Yours on the journey toward a healed nation, safe, free and just for all.
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